
 

 

 
 

HARLAN ESTATE 

 
 
● Harlan Estate, the property, is a winery in California’s Napa Valley region whose limited brands include a namesake red. 
● While that tipple is not available to all of his connections, you can be sure that corks of some sort will be popping at 
Woodbine and south of the border if Harlan Estate, the horse, can come up with a vintage effort in the Queen’s Plate. 
● Purchased for $90,000 at an Ocala two-year-olds in training sale last March, Harlan Estate began his career in the Golden 
State with trainer Peter Eurton, racing six times before moving to trainer Kevin Attard with the Queen’s Plate in mind. 
● “I got a phone call from Clay Scherer (one of Harlan Estate’s numerous owners),” said Attard. “He told me that they had a 
Canadian-bred 3-year-old who was pretty good, in California. He came up to me in good shape. We obviously were looking 
to get going before June, but COVID kind of derailed everything. Now he’s had two starts over the synthetic surface and 
they’ve both been good races.” 
● On June 19, racing for the first time in almost four months, Harlan Estate stalked the pace and hit the front in mid-stretch 
before succumbing to a late charge from Tidal Forces, also expected for the Queen’s Plate, in a 1 1/16-mile allowance. 
● Four weeks later the son of Kantheros and Archerette, bred by Ivan Dalos’s Tall Oaks Farm in Ontario, rallied strongly up 
the rail to hang a nose defeat on Dance Some Mo, who also is Queen’s Plate bound, at 1 1/8-miles.  
● “He deserves a shot in the Plate. I think (Kazushi) Kimura suits him well. I think it will be exciting to see him hopefully get a 
good honest pace, and see what he can work out. With his running style, the mile and a quarter shouldn’t be an issue.” 
● Harlan Estate isn’t the easiest individual to handle. “On the track he’s good, but he’s a real strong horse around the barn,” 
said Attard. “Whoever walks him, or on the grass when you’re grazing him, you know who he is because when he’s on the 
shank he’s a handful. You’ve got to be tied on, have somebody with a lot of experience walking him or handling him.” 
 

Owners — ERJ Racing, Ex-Line Border Racing, Madaket Stables, Clay Scherer 
 
Harlan Estate is owned by an eclectic and far-flung group. ERJ Racing, a partnership headed by Colorado Avalanche 
defenceman Erik Johnson, has campaigned graded stakes winners including Bowie’s Hero (Keeneland’s G1 Shadwell Mile) 
and Secret Message (Woodbine’s Grade 2 Nassau). Their runners have also included the Avalanche-inspired Landeskog and 
Macwinnon. Ex-Line Border Racing, the nom du course for California-based Ryan Exline and Justin Border, has been in 
partnerships represented by the likes of Breeders’ Cup and Eclipse Award 2-year-old winners Storm the Court (Juvenile, 
2019) and Champagne Room (Juvenile Fillies, 2017), and Grade 2 winner Giant Expectations. Madaket Stables is the 
province of Sol Kumin, the financial kingpin who has owned on his own but is also involved with more than 70 partnerships. 
The who’s who of top horses with whom he has been affiliated includes Triple Crown champion Justify; Eclipse Award-
winning distaffers Monomoy Girl, Midnight Bisou and Lady Eli; and 2020 champion sprinter Whitmore. Clay Scherer, a son 
of trainer Merrill Scherer, is a Kentucky-based bloodstock agent. 

	
Trainer – Kevin Attard 
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Jockey — Kazushi Kimura 

 
Born in Hokkaido, Japan, Kazushi Kimura joined the Woodbine jockey colony as an apprentice in 2018 and quickly made an 
indelible impression. He finished his first Woodbine campaign sixth in the standings with 89 wins and his mounts totalled 
more than $2.3 million in earnings. His first stakes win came aboard Speedy Soul in the Muskoka. Kimura, the 2019 Eclipse 
Award winner as North America’s outstanding apprentice, also won the Sovereign Award equivalent in both 2018 and 2019. 
His Woodbine successes last year included Gretzky the Great (Grade 1 Summer Stakes) and Lady Grace (Grade 2 Royal 
North). Another local highlight was his second-place finish aboard Magnetic Charm, owned by Queen Elizabeth II, in the 
2019 Canadian Stakes. He has spent time riding in Saudi Arabia and Florida during the past two off-seasons. 
 

Groom— Keethon Howard	


