
Woodbine Mohawk Park – Protocols  

Applicable to all operations including Race Nights, Qualifiers and Training Mornings  

We are working hard to keep our racing participants safe and healthy.  Please help us all keep racing 
operations going safely by following the protocols set out in this document.  Every essential staff 
person and racing participant must follow the safest practices on-site and off-site: please try to limit 
exposure outside of the racetrack, stay 6 feet/2m away from others, recommended to wear a mask 
outside the home if possible, do not touch your face, and wash hands/sanitize frequently. 

The health of our horse people is of paramount importance, but the group that post the greatest risk 
to continue racing, are the drivers and the Start Car driver and Starter.  Please handle these groups 
with great care and respect and encourage others to do so too.  Always wear your mask keep your 
hands sanitized, and wear gloves when coming into contact with frequently touched areas such as 
water taps, crossties and stall door latches. 

Should you be feeling ill, stay home.  

Exposure to COVID-19: Should you learn that you have had close physical contact to someone that 
has since tested positive to COVID-19 you must stay home, until you confirm you have tested 
negative and can return to work based on the advice of medical experts.  You are considered to have 
been in close physical contact if you are less than 2 metres/6 feet away from an infected person, in 
the same workspace or vehicle for over 15 minutes without the constant use of a mask covering the 
nose and mouth.  

Should you test positive for COVID-19, please report immediately to Woodbine Mohawk Park 
Security Mgr, Shawn Wade sdw@woodbine.com.  If you had attended any racetrack in Ontario in the 
4 days leading up to your positive test, you must report this to COSA who will alert the appropriate 
racetrack management.  
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General Rules of Paddock Operation: 

The Paddock shall be disinfected after each racing, qualifying & training day. Sanitizing stations will be 
placed throughout the Paddock.  Entry into the Paddock shall be limited to Essential Personnel only.  
Non-essential personnel will not be granted access to the site. 

Every person entering the Paddock shall undergo screening and temperature checks at the Security 
Check Point.  This will be the ONLY point of entry for all Woodbine Staff, Regulatory Officials and Racing 
Participants.   

All Communications should be carried out electronically where possible to limit in person contact. 

There shall be no loitering in or around the entrance to the paddock, as all COVID-19 protocols on 
physical distancing shall be adhered to.   

The Paddock Kitchen shall remain closed. All essential personnel must bring their own food and non-
alcoholic beverages until further notice.  There will be no microwave in the Paddock.  Racing participants 
are encouraged to bring their own supply of drinking water during the extreme warm temperatures. 

Masks (or face covering nose and mouth) are mandatory at all times for Racing Participants.  It is 
strongly recommended Racing Participants also wear gloves when coming into contact with frequently 
touched areas such as water taps, cross ties and door latches.  

Essential Paddock Personnel Includes:  

• Paddock Judge, Horse Identifier, Saddle Pad Attendant, Parking Lot Attendant, Outrider, Drivers 
Valet, and two Starting Car Persons, Security, Blacksmith, Veterinarians, TC02 Tech, Test barn 
Techs, Property Services Labourer, Trainers, Grooms, Drivers, Judges, Official Racetrack 
Photographer & Woodbine Broadcast and Track Maintenance employees . 

• Only Trainers with an entry will be permitted, unless entering a claim that night. 
• No one under the age of 16 shall be permitted onsite until further notice. 
• Only the Paddock Judge & Equipment Inspector will have access to the Paddock Office. 
• The Grandstand will remain closed, other than the Race Office and Bookkeeper.   
• There are NO food or beverage operations in the Grandstand until further notice. 
• Grandstand washrooms are closed.  Paddock facilities will be cleaned as per protocols. 

Hand cleaning and sanitization stations have been added to all key areas. 

Race Night Operations: 

Post times to be communicated from Race Office.  Races will be spaced at 25 minute intervals. All horses 
must report to the Paddock as per their 1 hour retention time. 

Physical Distancing: 

Racing participants are instructed to get in and get out quickly and efficiently.  

In the old portion of the Paddock horses shall be placed in every other stall to ensure physical distancing 
is being practiced.  Horses racing out of the new paddock expansion shall be placed in stalls side by side, 
as these stalls are much wider, and the wall between stalls raises over 8ft high. Handlers of all horses 



must ensure they are keeping the appropriate distance from the handler of the horse beside them and 
wear a face mask and gloves at all times. 

Each horse racing shall have a maximum of 1 handler.  Trainers racing multiple horses must have grooms 
taking care of multiple horses. All horses and their handlers must leave the paddock half an hour 
following their race, unless the handler is tending to horses in a later race. Horses who have been post 
race tested may leave the Paddock 45 minutes following their race. 

The Drivers locker room, lounge and showers shall remain closed at this time. 

Drivers are to wear face masks and gloves at all times, except when driving during the race.  While 
waiting between races, drivers should maintain physical distancing protocols. Upon the driver’s last race 
of the day, he/she should leave the paddock immediately after notifying the Paddock Judge. 

 

Lasix and CPMA Test Barn Procedures: 

Lasix shall be administered in the 2 standing stalls at the southwest corner of the old Paddock.  Once it 
receives its Lasix the horse shall be taken back to Barn 8. There shall be no loitering in or at the entrance 
of Barn 8.  All Handlers must either be outside in an open area practicing physical distancing or waiting 
in their vehicle until it is time for their horse to report to the Paddock. 

 

Post Race testing: Following each race, 2 horses shall be tested.  Blood shall be drawn on all test horses 
after 40 minutes if the horse is unable to provide a urine sample.  A Woodbine Security guard shall be 
stationed outside of the test area to ensure all horses and their handlers are entering and exiting the 
test area in an appropriate fashion. The Security guard will also supply anyone entering the test barn a 
new mask. 

• Physical distancing to be practiced at all times. when entering the test barn with a horse.  
Attend the opposite side of the horse, from the technician.   

• Remain vigilant and respectful of the Racing Forensic Technicians at all times. 
• Hands sanitized on the way in and way out. 

 

Start Car 

• All Start Car Driver, and Starter will wear medical masks at all times. 
• The Start Car shall be sanitized and cleaned daily.  

 

Racing Offices and Bookkeeper Racing Finance: 

Race Office Staff must ensure physical distancing is practiced. An extreme push shall be made to have 
trainers make their entries online.  No more than 1 person shall be at the counter at 1 time.  All others 



must wait outside of office doors with appropriate distance between each person. There shall be Plexi 
glass or plastic sheet between employees and horsepeople at counter. 

Bookkeepers Office shall only have 1 person in addition to the Bookkeeper at any time. All Others must 
wait outside office doors with appropriate distance between each person. There shall be a Plexi-glass 
window around desk. 

Bookkeeper will only be open for business during LIVE racing hours only. 

 

The protocols above apply to all Qualifying Races. 

 

Training Mornings  

• Training slots will be limited to 40 horses per 2.5 hour block. 
• Trainers must sign-up in advance online using the online sign-up tool on a first come first serve 

basis.   
• All protocols listed in the document are in effect for Morning Training hours. 

 

 


