
 

 
 

English Illusion 

 
on of the 

Grade 1 Pattison Canadian International. If English Illusion pulls off the upset, it will add one more chapter 

in an already feel-good story. 

Looking at the possibility of adding a horse to his barn on the Woodbine backstretch, Pion scouted out 

a particular horse that might be a strong prospect for running long on turf. When he saw English Illusion in 

was thinking about was the Turf Endurance Series (a four-leg grass series with expanding distances, 

contested at Woodbine). I have Artistico  who leads the Series  and I thought if anyone else is going to 

come and beat him, it could be English Illusion. We could have gone there and he would have been an 

all-  

-  claimed 

for $45,000, won the Halton by 1 1/2-  

Dancer Turf Stakes on September 15. The competition was tougher, but Pion felt his horse would run big. 

And he did, finishing third to International rival Johnny Bear in the 1 1-/2-mile race. 

came from a great barn, a great trainer (Dan Vella) and good people who take great care of their horses. 

 

 

 a successful trainer, you need good horses and you need 

 my 

dad (Raymond), my son (Kristofer, groom of reigning Canadian Horse of the Year, Pink Lloyd), my wife 

 
 

Owner  4U Thoroughbred Racing Stable Inc. 
 

Four people with a shared love of racing  

son-in-

ownership group that began in 2015. While they started out modestly, winning just one race in their first 

year, 4U has enjoyed success, including a career-

races, with three seconds and three thirds, love the sport 

and their horses,  said Pion. Some of their top horses:  
 

Trainer  Sylvain Pion 
 

 the Pion 

name has been synonymous with racing in Ontario for a long time. Sylvain was at Fort Erie for many years 

before setting up shop at Woodbine. He also worked for trainer Scott Fairlie before he had discussions 

with owners  the 4U Racing Stable  

suc

($163,813), two horses that he also claimed, as well as Turf Endurance star Artistico.   
 

Jockey  Rafael Hernandez  

 

Rafael Hernandez was born in Puerto Rico and spent his formative years there before beginning his riding 

career at Tampa Bay Downs in 2004. Hernandez went on to be based at a range of tracks. While 

dominating at Fairmount, Hernandez caught the eye of high-profile trainer Wesley Ward and made the 

decision to move his tack to Gulfstream in 2014. 

graded stakes win in the 2014 running of the Grade 3 Grey. Next year, he relocated here and established 

himself 

Ghost. Two years ago, Hernandez won 135 races, before winning 166 in 2017. This season, he has 140 wins 

as of October 5. 


