
 

 
 

Johnny Bear 

 
Two-time Grade 1 Northern Dancer upsetter Johnny Bear will look to gain more respect and continue to 

make his connections proud as he takes aim at the Pattison Canadian International.  

Ashlee Brnjas 

 

With the home field advantage, Johnny Bear will be looking for redemption in the International after 

 sunny skies after describing the first 

-

  

Oaks Farm, the seven-year-old English Channel-In Return gelding was 

the 2012 Canadian Thoroughbred Horse Society Yearling Sale topper and is a full-

ntly added the Grade 1 Joe Hirsch Turf Classic Stakes to 

his resume. 

While his early days were trying for his connections, the beloved local star has blossomed from a sleepy 

youngster into a multiple-graded stakes winner and has proven to be a special racehorse for all involved, 

(Bear Stables). 

 
 

Owners  Colebrook Farms and Bear Stables, Ltd. 
 

John Burness operates Colebrook Farms, a 300-acre, state-of-the-art Thoroughbred breeding and 

training centre in Uxbridge, Ont. His own racing stable consists of 45 to 50 horses that compete at 

Woodbine and Eastern U.S. racetracks. The breeding division produces 35 to 45 foals per year out of 

mares belonging to Colebrook and clients. As an owner and breeder, Burness has enjoyed success with 

multiple stakes winners Reconnect and Seen It All Before. 

r owner of Bear Slashing 

Ltd., an Alberta-based land clearing and site-preparation company he founded in 1988 and built into a 

multi-million-dollar business. Dion founded Bear Stables in 2002 and has made a splash in Thoroughbred 

racing since. He was accor

Champion Sprinter Fatal Bullet was named Horse of the Year and Bear Now was named Champion Older 

Mare.  
 

Trainer  Ashlee Brnjas 
 

Initially beginning her equine career with hunters and jumpers, Ashlee Brnjas followed the advice of her 

attention to training Thoroughbreds 11 first 

stakes score in the 2009 edition of the Labatt Cup with Alkmene at Fort Erie and won her first Woodbine 

stakes on her wedding day, September 10, 2011, when Reconnect connected at 70-1 in the La Prevoyante. 

Reconnect crossed the wire 30 minutes after Brnjas said 'I do' as the conditioner was having her wedding 

photographs taken. Pulling off the upset in back-to-back editions of the Northern Dancer Turf Stakes, 

Johnny Bear gave Brnjas her first Grade 1 stakes wins. 
 

Jockey  Luis Contreras 
 

Born in Mexico City, Luis Contreras, 32, began riding in his homeland at age 16 and rode more than 100 

winners in four consecutive seasons before moving to Golden Gate in Northern California. Since arriving 

at Woodbine in 2009, Contreras has won three riding titles from 2011 to 2013 and back-to-back Sovereign 

Awards as Outstanding Jockey in the first of those seasons. Contreras won the 2011 Queen's Plate with 

Inglorious in his first try then took the Prince of Wales and Breeders' Stakes with Pender Harbour to 

become the first rider to win all three Canadian Triple Crown races with different horses. Last year, he 

Catomine. He currently sits third in the Woodbine jockey standings. 


