
 

 
 

Markitoff 

 
Big on personality, four-year-old Markitoff 

likes to test you, so I 

 

The Kentucky- -place finish, just one 

length out of top spot, in the Grade 1 Northern Dancer Turf on September 15. 

At 30-1, Markitoff was game to the wire in the 1 1/2-mile event won by Johnny Bear, an effort that 

 

 

Markitoff kicked off the 2018 New Year in style, taking a 1 1/8-mile turf tilt at Gulfstream on January 1. At 

12-1, he won by three-quarters of a length. It was the second straight trip to r the 

17 campaign with a victory at Keeneland on Oct. 

dig in and give you everything he has every time.  

Ramsey would love to see more o

Saratoga (fourth, on August 25), but he still ran a pretty good race against some nice horses. Coming into 

 

 
 

Owner  Three Diamonds Farm 
 

Three Diamonds Farm is Kirk Wycoff, along with his wife, Debra, and their family. The stable name 

involved in racing since the mid-2000s, initially at Mid-Atlantic tracks with trainer Michael Trombetta. 

Their activity increased after they also began sending horses to trainers Todd Pletcher and Mike Maker, 

with Maker having most of the stable. as at Woodbine in the 2012 

Nearctic, courtesy of Next Question, and Bigger Picture, an astute $32,000 claim, landed them another 

in the 2017 United Nations. Both horses represented Three Diamonds in the Bre

Championships. 
 

Trainer  Michael Maker 
 

Like top trainers Todd Pletcher and Kiaran McLaughlin, Maker also spent time as an assistant of Hall of 

Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas. Under Lukas, Maker helped develop such stars as Kentucky Derby and 

Preakness winner Charismatic, as well as Breeder

Maker, who won the 2009 Breeders' Cup Dirt Mile with Furthest Land and the 2011 Juvenile with Hansen, 

s, 

For the 

first time this year, he has a string of horses based at Woodbine. 
  

Jockey  Irad Ortiz Jr. 
 

Ortiz was born in Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico. His younger brother, Jose, is also a leading jockey in New York. 

Ortiz won his first American race in 2011. In June 2012, Ortiz got his big break when trainer Kiaran 

McLaughlin put him on the filly Questing. When the filly won, McLaughlin retained Ortiz for the Coaching 

Club American Oaks at Saratoga in what would become Ortiz's first Grade 1 victory. Questing also won the 

Alabama Stakes during her Eclipse Award-winning three-year-old campaign. In 2014, Ortiz won 15 graded 

stakes including his first victory at the Breeders' Cup in the Juvenile Fillies Turf aboard Lady Eli. He rode 

 Breeders' Cup Filly & Mare Turf and Bar of Gold to victory in the 2017 

Filly & Mare Sprint. In 2017, Ortiz finished first in the North American jockey standings with 318 wins. He was 

an Eclipse Award finalist along with his brother Jose, who won. In 2018, Ortiz won the Belmont 

spring/summer and Saratoga meets and earned his 2,000th career win on September 15 aboard 

Gambler's Fallacy at Belmont Park. 


