
 

 
 

Thundering Blue 

 
 no doubt that Thundering Blue is at the top of his game. The five-year-old son of Exchange Rate 

heads into the Grade 1 International off two victories in his past three starts, including a two-length score 

in the Group 3 Stockholm Cup on September 23 for owner Clive Washbourn. 

so it was a big test to go and run in Sweden. While in Sweden, it took him about 24 hours before settling in, 

so it was by no means a penalty kick. Bro Park in Sweden is a tight track to European standards and the 

horse had never run on a track with such a profile before, so we were delighted he handled it fine. He 

managed to win the race quite easily and confirmed also that one mile and four furlongs is a trip he can 

 

Menuisier hopes his latest journey has another fairy tale ending, just as he did three starts ago, when 

Thundering Blue eked out a neck nod in the Group 2 York Stakes on July 28. 

magical as it was his first attempt in a pattern race. He spent the whole of his career in handicaps. Went 

from a below average handicapper to a very talented one in the space of 12 months giving us the feeling 

he was a pattern-class horse. The horse still gives us the real signals following a long season. He has been 

thriving after each run throughout the year and feels great and fresh at the moment, so hopefully he will 

 

Although Menuisier has never been to Ca believes his turf star will enjoy 

the E.P. Taylor Turf Course. -

like turf course with a decent final straight, so I am looking forward to being there and see it with my own 

eyes. It should suit Thundering Blue, as he has been so versatile so far winning races at Epsom, 

 

Menuisier, born in France and now training in England, is a big of fan of his International starter away 

 only one. His two-year-

 

gentleman and very smart with it. He absolutely adores Polo mints   keep him sweet, I 

 
 

Owner  Clive Washbourn 
 

Clive Washbourn is enjoying a strong season as an owner, having won 11 races from 60 starts as of 

October 5. His £385,467 in top horse is Thundering Blue, but he 

has also enjoyed success with four-time winner Danceteria and two-time victor Chief Ironside.  
 

Trainer  David Menuisier (dmhorseracing.com) 
 

A French-born racehorse trainer based at Coombelands Racing Stables  the state-of-the-art equine 

facility in Pulborough, West Sussex, England  Menuisier has gained a wealth of experience assisting some 

of the most prestigious racehorse trainers from around the globe, including Christiane Head-Maarek, 

Rich

and this fed my enthusiasm and love for the sport. I have happily and passionately spent my whole life 

surrounded by racehorses, with the early aspiration of becoming a racehorse trainer from the age of 

seven. It is an honour and a privilege to be based at the exquisite Coombelands training stables with 

 
 

Jockey  Fran Berry  
 

Fran Berry began his career as a National Hunt jockey, winning the Coral Cup at Cheltenham in 1999, but 

went on to concentrate on Flat racing. His father, Frank Berry, was Irish jump racing champion jockey 10 

times, and saddled Fran's first winner on Mayasta at Sligo Racecourse in April 1997. He served as second 

rider behind Mick Kinane at 

Kinane retired and Berry was promoted to the number one spot for the 2010 campaign. Berry landed the 

2005 Ascot Stakes at the Royal Meeting on the Tony Martin-trained Leg Spinner and recorded a first 

Group 1 success as the Jessica Harrington-trained Pathfork landed the National Stakes at the Curragh in 

September 2010. He also rode four Group race winners in Japan in 2013 and 2014.   


