
 

Very Special 

 
• Can this son of Ghostzapper follow in the hoofsteps of Bonnie Duke (1887), Willie the Kid (1940), Golden Choice 

(1986) and Scatter the Gold (2000) by breaking his maiden in Canada's most famous horse race? 
• In three career starts, all as a 3-year-old, Very Special, trained by Kevin Attard, has never finished worse than 

third, recording one second-place finish and two thirds. “There is something good to take from each effort,” said 
Attard. “He rallied well in his first race, fought back to finish second in his next start, and had a less-than-ideal 
beginning in his most recent performance. Obviously, you would like to see a win beside his name, but if he 
decides to do it in the Plate, we have no problem with that.”    

• The bay heads into his first stakes engagement off a third in a maiden special weight run at 1 1/8 miles over the 
Woodbine main track on July 4. Sent off as the 6-5 choice, Very Special hopped at the start and then slammed 
by an outside rival soon after. The eventful beginning didn’t faze the colt, who put in a determined stretch run to 
take bronze. “Definitely not the way you want things to go seconds into a race,” said Attard. “What stood out to 
me was how he shook it off and settled so well. With a young horse making just his third start, you might expect 
him to throw in the towel. Instead, he did the exact opposite. Of course, you want to get the win, but there may 
have been an even more important takeaway from that race.” 

• Attard believes Very Special, who will have blinkers added for the Plate, has all the ingredients to become a 
top-class runner. “He looks the part and he acts it, too. He’s continuing to develop across the board, and he 
definitely has the potential to be a very good one. All signs are telling us that he is going to love the [Plate] 
distance.”      

• Attard, who will also saddle Baaeed Alynna in this year's Plate, doesn't expect the occasion to overwhelm his 
colt. “There are a lot of good things to say about him, one of them being his focus in his works. He has a sharp 
mind and lots of ability. Hopefully, he brings his best when the gates open.” 
 

Trainer – Kevin Attard (see Baaeed Alynna bio) 
 

Jockey – Romero Maragh 
Born and raised in Hollywood, Florida, Romero Maragh (his cousins Rajiv and Christian are also jockeys) launched his 
career in 2018. On Jan. 31, 2019, Maragh fractured five vertebrae, broke several ribs, and suffered a collapsed lung and 
severe concussion when his mount fell and clipped heels with another rival in the Gulfstream Park opener. He underwent 
emergency surgery to fuse four vertebrae in his back the day after the spill. Maragh returned to the races just under a 
year after the accident, on Jan. 19, 2020, and recorded his first win back on Feb. 19, 2020. He joined the Woodbine jockey 
colony this year and quickly established himself as a go-to rider. His first local stakes score came with Uncle Dodo in the 
Victoria on July 12. Overall, Maragh has over 350 career wins and over $17 million in purse earnings. 

 
Owner – Stronach Stables 

The stable's individual honours include an Eclipse Award of Merit; six Eclipse Awards as outstanding breeder and four 
in the owner category; and 14 Sovereign Awards as outstanding breeder and nine as owner. Frank Stronach was 
inducted into the Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame in 2002.  
 

Breeder – Adena Springs 
 

Groom – Mervin Daniel 
 


