
 

Watsonville Red 

 
• He’s a longshot with late energy, a horse whose connections are hoping for a big stretch run from their bay 

gelding. 
 

• “I think his strength is that he’s a stayer,” said multiple graded stakes winning trainer Mike De Paulo. “If you have 
a Canadian-bred, who is fit, happy and can run long, you’ve got a chance.” 
 

• De Paulo knows what he will see on the tote board on Saturday, but that doesn’t faze him in the least. “A mile 
and a quarter will be his thing.” 
 

• Watsonville Red has shown he can pull of the upset. When he broke his maiden on May 16, 2025, he rewarded 
his backers with a $58.90 payout for a $2 win ticket. 
 

• Two weeks before this year’s “Gallop for the Guineas,” De Paulo, owners John and Diana Russell, and jockey Leo 
Salles combined with Stanley House (third in the 2023 King’s Plate) to win the Niagara Stakes. “To be in this 
race is great, but to be in the race with John and Diana makes it that much more special,” said De Paulo. “We 
buy one horse a year with them. I’m sure for them it’s like owning your own team. You get to see your silks in the 
biggest event in our sport – that’s special.” 
 

• Watsonville Red was a $65,000 purchase at the 2023 Keeneland Association September Yearling Sale. “I liked 
his mother, Ice Festival,” said De Paulo. “She won the Maple Leaf Stakes (G3) in 2016 and was second in it the 
next year. We had a nice mare, Hot Kiss, and we couldn’t beat her. This guy is by Hard Spun, who is a very good 
sire. He is a big, tall, leggy horse. When I bought him, the intention was to buy a Plate horse.” 
 

Trainer – Mike De Paulo 
Plate Starters: 11 - Best Plate Finish: 3rd (2011, 2023) 

 
Born in Toronto, Mike De Paulo has been around the racetrack since he began walking hots at 19. He worked for 
veteran conditioners including Jerry Meyer, Bill Marko and Joe Attard before acquiring his trainer’s license in 1986 
at 22. A year later, he notched his first training win. De Paulo has gone on to condition a Canadian Horse of the Year, 
Caren, Canada’s 3-year-old filly champion in 2016. Other highlights include Prince of Wales winners Shillelagh Slew 
(2006) and Pender Harbour (2011), the latter a Sovereign winner as Canada’s champion 3-year-old male. Pender 
Harbour, third in the 2011 King’s Plate, won 10 stakes. Other stars include Noholdingback Bear, Canada’s champion 
sprinter in 2016, and multiple stakes winner Krz Ruckus. On March 21, 2025, at Gulfstream, De Paulo won his 
1,000th career race. His wife, Josie, handles assistant trainer duties. 
 

Owner – John and Diana Russell 
 

John and Diana Russell have been proud supporters of racing in Ontario and Woodbine for decades. John is 
president of J.E. Russell Produce Ltd. and owned horses years ago before jumping back in the game with 
encouragement from De Paulo. “He was in the game with [trainer] Buddy Carter back in the day,” started De Paulo. 
“John was partners with Peter Lamantia (co-breeder of 2009 Kentucky Derby winner Mine That Bird) and they raced 
a really good filly in Sweet Briar Too, the dam of Langfuhr. She won some nice races. He got out of the business for 
years, but I guess I bugged him enough that he made a comeback.” Success, for the Russells, has come both as a 
couple and through various partnerships. “I’ve been training for John the past 10 or 11 years,” said De Paulo. “He’s a 
team player and a friend. We travel to the Breeders’ Cup every year and have a great time.”   
 

Jockey – Leo Salles 
Plate Appearances: 2 - Best Plate Finish: 13th (2020) 

 
Hailing from Brazil, Leo Salles has ridden and won races across the world, including Dubai, Canada, the United 
States and Saudi Arabia. The graded stakes-winning jockey teamed with Lucky Score to win the 2022 Grade 3 Vigil 
Stakes. Salles had a career-best North American campaign in 2022, winning 68 races with purse earnings in excess 
of $2 million. He posted three stakes wins in 2023, including the $250,000 Princess Elizabeth with Inudation, and 
won three stakes in 2024, including the Eternal Search with Taquanyah. Salles teamed with Stanley House to finish 
second in this year’s edition of the Grade 3 Dominion Day Stakes, and then won the Niagara Stakes, in front-running 
fashion, on August 2.  
 

Breeder – Adena Springs 
Groom – Joseph De Paulo 


