
 

 

Wickenheiser 

 
 

• Like her namesake, Wickenheiser has been a model of consistency over the course of her career. In 
six lifetime starts, the 3-year-old filly owns three top-three efforts and has never finished lower than 
fifth. “We made the decision to name this horse after Canadian hockey great Hayley Wickenheiser,” 
said trainer Kevin Attard, who is also a member of Wickenheiser’s ownership group. “And as this filly 
has shown in her career, she’s the ultimate competitor. She has been in every race over her career 
and her two efforts this season have been really encouraging. Hopefully, she can be just like her 
namesake and come up big on the big stage.” 

• Attard captured last year’s Plate with filly Moira and will look to duplicate that success this time 
around with another filly in the form of Wickenheiser. “Obviously, winning the Plate last year was a 
dream come true,” said Attard. “And now, to say that we were the first to win the King’s Plate since 
1951, that would be an amazing feat.” 

• “It’s a long journey to get to a race like this and it takes an entire team to reach that goal. There are 
always going to be some highs and lows before you get to the starting gate, but with the team we 
have and the commitment to do our very best, while always keeping the health and welfare of the 
horse as our top priority, is what motivates us every day.” 
 

Owner – Clay Scherer, Al Ulwelling, Bill Ulwelling, and Kevin Attard  
 

Bill and his son, Al, owners of A&B Welding and Construction of Elk River, Minnesota, were introduced to the 
racing game at their home state’s Canterbury Park and got into the ownership realm there in 2005 through a 
long-time friend and customer, the late Bill Wiczek. The Ulwellings have become major supporters of 
Ontario racing, having horses here with Kevin Attard since 2017. Their top performers include Canterbury-
based Stachys, winner of the Manitoba Derby in 2010, and Woodbine stakes winners Stephen, Merveilleux, 
Pumpkin Rumble, Haddassah, and Shakopee Town. The Ulwellings were finalists for the 2022 Sovereign 
Award as top owner. Clay Scherer, a son of trainer Merrill Scherer, is a successful bloodstock agent.  

 
Trainer – Kevin Attard (See Moon Landing Bio) 

 
Jockey – Rafael Hernandez 

 
Rafael Hernandez was born in Puerto Rico and began his riding career at Tampa Bay Downs in 2004. He’s 
competed at a number of racetracks throughout the United States, but firmly established himself at 
Fairmount Park in Collinsville, Illinois, where he was the leading rider nine times, winning four straight riding 
titles between 2005 and 2008, and five straight riding titles between 2010 and 2014. During the 2015 
campaign, he bounced around to several different tracks, including Churchill Downs, Saratoga and 
Gulfstream Park, before moving to Woodbine full-time during the summer of the 2016 season. He found 
immediate success winning 99 races at Woodbine in an abbreviated 2016 campaign. Since then, he has been 
a fixture at the top of the standings. In 2020, he was first with 129 wins. Hernandez won the 2015 King’s Plate 
with Shaman Ghost, the 2022 Plate (and Woodbine Oaks) with Moira, and has won the Breeders’ Stakes, the 
third jewel of the Canadian Triple Crown, on three occasions. 

 
Groom – Howard Carter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Jockey: 
Rafael Hernandez – 8  

 
2022 – Moira (1st) 

2021 – Keep Grinding (5th) 
2020 – Clayton (3rd) 

2019 – Pay for Peace (8th) 
2018 – Say the Word (6th) 

2017 – Channel Maker (4th) 
2016 – Cheburashka (9th) 

2015 – Shaman Ghost (1st) 

Trainer: 
Kevin AFard – 11 

 
2022 – Moira (1st) 

2021 – H C Holiday (3rd) 
2021 – Munnyfor Ro (4th) 
2021 – Harlan Estate (7th) 

2021 – Haddassah (8th) 
2020 – Clayton (3rd) 

2020 – Marveilleux (6th) 
2019 – Lucas n’ Lori (6th) 
2019 – Jammin SRll (14th) 
2009 – Bucephalus (10th) 
2007 – Alezzandro (2nd) 
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