Handicapper’s Journal — Doug McPherson
Thursday, July 30th, 2026

Race 1

#8 Armada Rising (IRE)

#1 Chargethatmountain

#2 Hobbie Class

#7 Take Chances

#8 ARMADA RISING (IRE) was a non-factor when
making her seasonal debut against N1X/$32,000
company on June 6. Purchased for just $4,000 in the
Fasig Tipton June Digital Sale after that race, she
plunges all the way in for $7,500; raced well in her only
previous synthetic try in her career debut over the
Dundalk Polytrack. #1 CHARGETHATMOUNTAIN was
fractious in the paddock and raced evenly when trying the
Fort Erie dirt 24 days ago. She finished second for
$15,000 in her first start for these connections and drops
back in for the price she was taken for. #2 HOBBIE
CLASS had to swing wide to get out of traffic and failed to
launch a serious rally on July 9, but could fare better in
her second start after a year off. # TAKE CHANCES ran
a credible third in a route when kicking off her season on
July 5 and cuts back in distance for her second start of
the year.

Race 2

#3 Scary Speedy - Best Bet

#5 Silicium (FR)

#4 Mrs. C

#1 Ava’s Princess

#3 SCARY SPEEDY battled on the lead and was second
best to Silicium on the inner turf three weeks ago. She
could be the controlling speed here. #5 SILICIUM (FR)
was able to rally up the inside to win over the inner turf
over Scary Speedy three weeks ago. A four-time winner
in eight starts, she has had success on the Gulfstream
Tapeta and should be in with a good shot again. #4 MRS.
C was beaten two lengths for place when finishing fifth
behind the runaway Mobula on July 18. She drops down
from the OS/$40,000 level for her third start off of the
layoff. #1 AVA'S PRINCESS looks to double up after an
easy win against non-twos on the drop in for this tag on
July 10.

Race 3

#3 Mo’Spresso

#6 My Covenant

#4 Wild Card

#2 Paradise Perfect

#3 MO’SPRESSO kicks off his season here for a red-hot
barn. Gelded son of Uncle Mo did not fare well in two
tries against winners late last year and is now tagged for
the first time, but that does not seem like a red-flag
considering he was once raced (and beaten) at Fort Erie,
signifying they haven’t considered him top quality stock.
#6 MY COVENANT ran a good third behind Lean Music
Machine at this level on June 28. He hasn’t run a bad
race to date in his career and looks competitive once
again. #4 WILD CARD had a great inside stalking trip,
took the lead in the stretch but could not hold off the
closing Bowman’s Run when beaten a half-length on the
inner turf last time. Aside from a troubled trip on May 23
he has been racing very well this year; logical contender.
#2 PARADISE PERFECT did not have a great trip racing
against a bias two-back, but finished up very well when
fifth by just 1 V4 lengths in the same inner turf race that
Wild Card exits. His running style makes winning difficult
but he shows up for a check often.

Race 4

#8 Veery

#6 So Kate

#4 Talent Show

#2 Talbot’s Riplyn

#8 VEERY battled on the lead before giving way to be
third on the inner turf at this level on Jule 5. 12-time
winner is the class of this field and should be tough if she
can make the early lead. #6 SO KATE had a very good
trip and looked good in her debut win, then put in a good
effort despite never truly looking like a win threat when
fifth in the Alywow. Daughter of Uncle Mo gets out to a
route now and catches a field with several other non-
twos. #4 TALENT SHOW takes a shot at a higher level
after an easy starter allowance score on July 11. Her
starter allowance rival Purrfect Girl recently won against
$25,000 company last week, and it's not unheard of for
good starter allowance horses who know how to win to
step up to the N1X category and fare well. #2 TALBOT’S
RIPLYN was an even fourth, 3 % lengths behind Veery
when making her turf debut on July 5. She may simply be
better on the Tapeta.



Race 5

#3 Prophetic Debby (IRE)

#4 Mikelle

#1 Lady lzzy

#5 North York

#3 PROPHETIC DEBBY (IRE) did not get to save much
ground when making her turf debut in an N2L allowance
on July 11. She drops in for $40,000 and should be tough
if she can get covered on the inside. # MIKELLE makes
her first start since coming up empty in an N2L allowance
over the Tapeta on May 30. Although her maiden win
came on the Tapeta her best speed figures have come in
turf routes; gets class relief for her first start in two
months. #1 LADY IZZY has had two good runner-up
finishes in as many starts this year, last time leading late
before getting run down by the closing Vrana. She draws
inside and figures to be competitive despite the rise from
the $25,000 level. #5 NORTH YORK was never given a
breather when battling on the front end but found enough
to prove best when breaking her maiden for this tag on
June 11; could get loose on the lead this time.

Race 6

#1 Too Many Amys

#4 Crumlin Fashion

#2 Can’t Argue That

#6 Beau Pink

#1 TOO MANY AMYS had a bizarre trip where she
looked like she was going to be pulled up turning for
home but found her stride again and re rallied on June
20. There’s clearly some run in her; we’ll see what
happens this time. #4 CRUMLIN FASHION ducked in at
the gap after the start and never got involved when
kicking off her season at the OS/$40,000 level on June 6.
She plunges in for $15,000 and has shown that she is
capable of better. #2 CAN'T ARGUE THAT debuted for
$10,000 on June 25, rallying to be third behind two next-
out winners and is definitely in with a shot in her second
attempt. #6 BEAU PINK was disappointing as the even
money favourite when dropping in for $10,000 and
attracting a claim on July 5. We’'ll see if she can return to
form for the new connections.

Race 7

#4 Lady Moonshine

#6 Crumlin Trouble

#5 Sterling Heights

#1 Moventothecountry

#4 LADY MOONSHINE was finishing up well when sixth
in her seasonal debut on June 11, missing place by 1 %
lengths. A vet scratch on July 9, she looks live in this
return. #6 CRUMLIN TROUBLE was pressed early but
took control of the tempo before coming up second best
to Naughty Destiny on July 9. She could be the
controlling speed in this spot. #5 STERLING HEIGHTS
was 1 V4 lengths behind Crumlin Trouble when rallying
from the back to be third last time. Both of her efforts
since coming off of lasix have been solid; in with a shot.
#1 MOVENTOTHECOUNTRY had a pretty easy lead but
could not fend off Amazin Queen when routing 11 days
ago. She ran a decent third at this distance three back.

Race 8

#4 Believe in Luck

#3 Sporty Angela

#1 Miss Candy Girl

#2 Featherweight

#7 Ducksflytogether

#4 BELIEVE IN LUCK drops in for $10,000 after lacking
any serious finish against $25,000 foes on July 4. The
barn was off to a slow start but has started to gain
momentum; this one should be live with the class drop.
#3 SPORTY ANGELA is by 12% debut sire Old Forester.
The worktab looks unsurprisingly unimpressive; this barn
has had a couple of good results with cheaper debut
runners at the meet. #1 MISS CANDY GIRL ran a decent
second when making her local debut for this price on
June 5, holding the place spot from next-out winner Ryo
Amazing. #2 FEATHERWEIGHT threw in a clunker when
making her seasonal debut on July 9, her first start in
nearly 11 months. She had some good results last year;
we’'ll see. #7 DUCKSFLYTOGETHER has a long steady
string of works coming into her debut here. Souper
Speedy is a 12% debut sire; best of luck to trainer Shawn
Lawson with his first Woodbine starter.



